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DOVER GARDENS KENNEL AND OBEDIENCE CLUB INC.
CLUB RULES and APPENDICES
The following Rules are made in accordance with Clauses 4 (i) and 14 of the Constitution of the Dover Gardens Kennel and Obedience Club Incorporated

Rules effective 27-11-11
A.
CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP

1.
Ordinary Membership: 

 A person aged 18 years and over that has current financial full membership of the Dover Gardens Kennel and Obedience Club. Ordinary Members shall have all the benefits, rights and privileges conferred by the Constitution and these Rules upon such persons. 

2.
Junior Membership:
A person 13 years and under 18 years of age that has current membership having paid the fee for a Junior Membership.  Junior Members shall be entitled to train a dog under the supervision of their parent/guardian but Junior Membership shall not confer any other benefits, rights or privileges under these Rules or the Constitution. 

3.
Double Membership:

Refers to two Ordinary Members that have current membership, who reside at the same address having paid the prescribed fee for a double membership.

4.
Honorary Membership:

The Committee of the Club may confer Honorary Membership on any person considered worthy thereof for a period not exceeding one year. Honorary Members shall have all the benefits, rights and privileges conferred upon such persons by the Constitution and these Rules and are regarded as ordinary Members.

5.
Life Membership:

Life membership must be proposed in writing to the Committee no later than eight weeks prior to the Annual General Meeting, by at least two Ordinary Members, outlining their recommendations.
The Criteria for Life membership of the Club shall be:

(a)  a minimum of ten years full membership of the Club: and
(b)  during this period of membership the member must have participated in the organisational activities of the  Club for a period of seven years. 
(c)  conditions (a) and (b) do not have to be sequential but gaps in membership do not count.
Life Members shall have all the benefits, rights and privileges conferred upon such persons by the Constitution and these Rules and are regarded as Ordinary Members. 

B.
FEES

Payment of the subscription fee and joining fee must be paid in full before participation in any training class.
C.
VACCINATION

Vaccination certificates must be sighted when joining or renewing Memberships. 
D.
TRAINING

Puppy Kindy: for dogs 8-16 weeks of age.
Classes and Rings: for dogs greater than 16 weeks of age.
Flyball: for dogs greater than one year of age.
1.
All persons must wear their member’s Badge at all times for training sessions.  Members who do not have a current Member’s badge can obtain a new badge from the office for a nominal fee

2.
Appropriate footwear must be worn by the handler at training, (no thongs, scuffs or bare feet)
3.
No smoking during class.

4.
No dog shall at any time wear a knobbed, spiked, pronged or electric collar. Head collars must be attached to a slip or fixed collar.

5.
No dog shall be taken off the lead in the training areas between 9.00 am and 12.30 pm except with permission from the instructor. A lead must be no longer than two metres except with the permission from the instructor.
6.
It is the member’s responsibility to keep their dog under effective control at all times, this includes keeping a close watch on your dog and keeping the dog apart from other dogs, especially in the initial stages of training and at all  trials.
7.
Handlers must notify the instructor if their dog has any aggressive tendencies towards people and/or dogs.

8.
The Head Instructor, or in lieu of, the Assistant Head Instructor or the supervising instructor has the authority to request that an uncontrolled dog be dealt with in the appropriate manner as outlined in the Instructors’ Manual.
9.
A dog which is suspected of being infected with any contagious disease, (e.g.  Parvo or Kennel Cough) or has been exposed to the risk of such disease, will not be permitted in the training area for a period of five weeks dating from their infection or exposure.
10.
A dog that is showing signs of ill health, injury or distress, is not permitted to participate in class.

11.
Bitches in season are not permitted in any official training area.

12.
Club equipment is not to be used without the prior permission of the appropriate instructor in charge of the equipment. Any equipment to be used outside of training hours must be signed out using the correct loans book and be co-signed by a committee member, or the Equipment Officer, when borrowing and returning. 
13.
Dogs are not permitted in the following areas;


(a)  Within the area of the playground prescribed by the Local Government Council. 
(b)  General Purpose Room unless authorised by a Club Official (e.g. when attending specific training classes)
(c)  The kitchen under any circumstances.
14.
All dog faeces must be removed from Club Grounds by the handler and placed in receptacles provided.
E.          CANCELLATION OF TRAINING 

Refer to Appendix 1

 F.
INSTRUCTORS

1.
Head Instructor

To become a Head Instructor of the Club a person must have been a qualified Obedience Instructor for not less than two years and have personally trained and trialed a dog that has obtained an Obedience CD title.
 A Head Instructor shall:
(a)  be responsible for Obedience training including Puppy to Utility Dog Excellent Class, Demonstration Team Work,  Endurance Test training, and/or Flyball training; 
 (b)  ensure that she/he has sufficient qualified Instructors to teach each discipline.

The Head Instructor is responsible for the Obedience and Flyball disciplines and if that Head Instructor fails to meet the Flyball requirements, a Trainer-in-Charge with the necessary qualifications (Flyball Instructor for not less than two years and have personally trained and trialed a dog that has obtained a Flyball Champion title) shall be appointed as head of Flyball training, but shall be responsible to the Head Instructor appointed by the Club. 

2.
Instructors

A person who is trained in the theory and practice of teaching basic Obedience/Flyball Training skills may be appointed to be an Obedience/Flyball Instructor of the Club. All instructors, including trainee instructors, must be financial members of the Club and be 18 years of age or over.
3.
Trainee Instructor

(a)  To become a Trainee Obedience Instructor a member must be have been a member of the Club for at least six months and have personally trained a dog to at least Grade 4. 
(b)  To become a Trainee Flyball Instructor a member must be have been a member of the Club for at least six months and have personally trained and trialed a dog that has obtained an FD title .

(c)  When the Head Instructor and Committee of the Club consider a trainee Obedience/Flyball Instructor has demonstrated that s/he can train a person/s in a group with their dog/s to Novice Obedience or Flyball Dog Title standard, they may appoint the person as an Obedience/Flyball Instructor.

 G.
CODE OF CONDUCT 
Each Member shall comply with the following Code of Conduct and any member who fails to do so shall be guilty of an offence against these rules and may face disciplinary procedures. Each member shall comply with the Constitution and Rules of the Dover Gardens Kennel and Obedience Club (copies are available from the Club website, office or Secretary).

Motor vehicles are to be parked in accordance with Committee directions.

Ensure that all property, fixtures shall be respected so that no criticism can be levelled at the Club by the Lessee. Where a member observes any vandalism or damage done or being done, it must be reported as soon as possible to a Committee member.

Access to the office area is restricted to committee members and/or members specifically authorised by the committee. 

Instructors and Committee 

· Treat all members with respect.
· Comply with all reasonable requests in relation to training and training techniques issued by the Head Instructor, or in lieu of, the Assistant Head Instructor.

· Comply with all reasonable requests and directions issued by the Club committee. Any directions from the committee must be minuted and approved by the Committee at a committee meeting or specially convened committee meeting

Members
· Treat Instructors/Committee members with respect, acknowledging they undertake their role/s in a voluntary capacity.

· Respect other members by keeping their dog/s under control and not allow them to associate with another dog/s without verbal permission of the owner.

· Comply with all reasonable requests from instructors during training or other organised Club activities.
· Comply with the legal requirements imposed by the relevant Local Government Legislation.

· Refer any complaint about training in the first instance to the Head Instructor, or in lieu of, the Assistant Head Instructor or Committee member for resolution. Other complaints should be dealt with by following the Club’s Grievance Policy.
H.
COMPLAINTS / GRIEVANCE POLICY
The Club aims to provide an easy to use, confidential and trustworthy procedure for complaints based upon the principles of natural justice. Any decision affecting a member of the Dover Gardens Kennel and Obedience Club Inc. can be contested. The grievance policy provides for both informal and formal complaints. 
Informal complaints

In the first instance the member should discuss the problem with the person involved. If the situation remains unresolved, refer it to the Head Instructor or a committee member. If the concern is not able to be resolved informally, the next stage would be to lodge a formal complaint.
Formal complaints
Must be in writing and lodged with the Secretary. A grievance submitted in writing will go to the next committee meeting following receipt of the relevant letter. The member may also submit a written request, to appear personally at the next committee meeting following the request.
 I.
CLUB COLOURS

The official club colours are navy blue with gold trim. 
 J.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

All committee meetings will be completed by 10.00 pm except if an extension, not exceeding 15 minutes, is approved by the majority of the committee to complete business. All outstanding business will be held over until the next meeting.  

K.
COMMITTEE

To be eligible to be nominated for a committee position, a person must have been an Ordinary member of the club for a period of not less than six months.
L.
DUTIES OF COMMITTEE AND APPOINTED CLUB MEMBERS

Guidelines for the list of duties are outlined in Appendix 2 and must be reviewed annually.

M .
SUB-COMMITTEES

Where the Constitution is silent a sub-committee shall:

1. elect their own chairman from one of their members, and shall keep minutes and records of their proceedings and deliver them to the Committee if called upon.; and
2. hold office until the end of the financial year or until their task is completed, whichever is sooner; and
3. include at least one Committee member but may also include ordinary members of the Club.
 N.
ANNUAL TROPHIES

Annual trophies are awarded to Club members in accordance with the criteria outlined in Appendix 3.

O 
AGGRESSIVE DOGS 
1. It is the obligation of each member of the DGK&OC to take all responsible steps to ensure that any dog/s for which they are responsible or under their control does not behave in an aggressive manner towards any person or dog during the designated training times.

2. Any member of the DGK&OC who is responsible for, or who has, an aggressive dog under their control shall ensure that the dog/s is restricted to a place where it/they cannot cause harm to at another person or dog.   The person responsible for, or who has, an aggressive dog under their control shall comply with any reasonable instruction from the Head Instructor with regards to removing the dog/s.

3. It is the obligation of each member of the DGK&OC to report any instances of dog/s behaving in an aggressive manner in writing, accompanied by any witness statements and handler statement, to the Committee.

(Effective 27-11-11)
P.
All Rules previously made by the Dover Gardens Kennel and Obedience Club Inc. are hereby repealed.
APPENDICES
Appendix  1

CANCELLATION OF TRAINING
1.
Weather

 
(a)   Sunday Training: If the temperature forecast of the previous evening is 34 degrees Celsius or above there will be NO TRAINING. Restricted training will be conducted if temperature forecast of previous evening is between 30 to 33 degrees. 
 
(b)   Evening Training and Puppy Kindy: If the temperature is 34 degrees Celsius or above at 6.00pm, training will be cancelled for that night. 
Effective 16/02/09.
2.
Long Weekend

There will be no training on long weekends (with a public holiday either the Friday or Monday or both) and on the two obedience trials each year.
Appendix  2
DUTIES OF COMMITTEE AND APPOINTED OFFICERS
· President

· Vice Presidents

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· Assistant Secretary

· Head Instructor

· Assistant Head Instructor

· Instructors

· Trainee Instructors

· Flyball Trainer-in-Charge

· Trial Manager

· Trial Secretary

· Database Membership Officer

· Office Manager/Office Procedures

· Trophy Officer

· Equipment Officer

· Hall Hire Officer

· Ordering Officer

· Catering Officer

· Webmaster

· Magazine Editor

(Updated 10/10)
List of duties is available from the Club Office. 
Appendix  3
ANNUAL TROPHIES

(Amended 27-11-2011)

All Perpetual trophies are to be kept in the club rooms. All replicas are given at the same time as the Perpetuals are awarded.

Eligibility for all annual trophies:

1. The year is from the first trial after 1st November (in the previous year) up to and including the 

31st October of the current year.(03/10)
2. You must be a member of Dover when the scores are obtained.

3. SACA approved titles are accepted, interstate qualifications are not accepted   

4. Members obtaining the first leg of their CCD/Novice are eligible for a free club T-shirt. There 

will be only one free T-shirt per membership irrespective of the number of dogs trialled.

5. The onus is on the member to submit their trial results to the Club. This must be in the form of 

a photocopy of their qualification certificate/s. (03/10).   To be eligible for a title trophy a photocopy of either the ANKC/AFA title certificate or written proof of the title application and approval must be provided. (11/10).
The following trophies are awarded to Club members in accordance with the following criteria: 

Verna Bruning Memorial 

– highest Community Companion Dog (CCD)

Dave Rumble Perpetual 

– highest Novice title (CD)

Ros Turnbull Perpetual 

– highest Open title (CDX)

Misty Perpetual 


– highest Utility Title (UD)

Rita Hunter Memorial Shield 
– highest Utility Dog Excellent title (UDX)

Glenbertram Miss Megs CDX 
– Obedience Champion Title (OCh)

Bev Meiksans Memorial Trophy 
– Obedience Grand Champion title (OGrCh)

All of the above to be displayed on the Honour Board

Club Awards 


– trophy awarded to all CCD, CD, CDX & fly-ball titles.

Club Award 


– Utility & Utility Dog Excellent Hall of Fame.

M Hearn Perpetual 


– Most improved non-trialling dog & handler.

Club Award 


– Encouragement Award to non-trialling dog & handler.

Full criteria are listed in the Club’s trophy rules.

